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How can Theseus summon his troops to 
assemble, when he is leading his host back 
from a victorious campaign (11. 15, 16)? Was 
not the military ceremony of unfurling the 
royal ensign a declaration of war? In Pande- 
monium, Satan's standard is unfurled before 
an already assembled host (1. 522 f.) with the 
fanfare of fiendish trumpets. The incident in- 
spires one of the most gorgeous purple patches 
in all Milton. 

w Then straight commands that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprear'd 
His mighty standard ; that proud honour claim'd 
Azazel as his right, a cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfurled 
Th'imperial ensign, which full high advanc't 
Shon like a meteor streaming to the wind, 
With gems and golden lustre rich imblaz'd, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds." 

Paradise Lost, i, 11. 531-540. 

" The rede statue of Mars with spere and targe 
So shyneth in his whyte banner large, 
That all the feeldes gliteren up and doun." 

K. F., 11. 117-119. 

Mr. Skeat considers "feeldes" to be the 
" heraldic term for the ground upon which the 
various charges, as they are called, are em- 
blazoned." P. 172. I venture to think this 
mistaken. Chaucer has a strong sense of color, 
and in this case, he wishes to impress us with 
the magnificence of Duke Theseus' broad 
banner, which, with its brilliant crimson and 
white, lights up the whole landscape, the 
peaceful fields alongside the highway. To say 
that the red figure of Mars merely brightens 
the rest of the flag seems to me tame and un- 
imaginative. 

Archibald Macmechan. 

Dalhousie College, Halifax, N. S. 



THE PHONETIC SECTION. 
To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes. 

Sirs: — All persons interested either in 
general phonetics or in the special subject of 
American pronunciation, are invited to help on 
the work of the Section by sending a dollar to 
the Secretary. Anyone can become a member 
on payment of this sum. 

To the gentlemen who still have copies of 
the fourth circular, the Secretary would 
suggest that they send in their answers as 
soon as possible. The results have not yet 

been tabulated. 

C. H. Grandgent, Sec'y. 
Cambridge, Mass. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The latest addition to the "Romans choisis" 
of W. R. Jenkins (Boston : Schcenhof ) is 
Henri de Bornier's 'la Lizardiere.' The 
author is already known to the American 
public by his play ' la Fille de Roland,' some 
time since selected as one of the publications 
in Jenkins' 'Theatre contemporain.' His 
novel is one of contemporary life and manners 
in the higher sense, and cannot fail to win 
many readers. 

Ginn & Co. have publised in their "Inter- 
national Modern Language Series" the charm- 
ing little French comedy, ' la Cigale chez les 
Fotirmis.' Prof. Van Daell has given it and 
its authors, Legouve' and Labiche, a short 
preface, and has added the few notes required 
for class work. 



PERSONAL. 

Adolph Rambeau, Ph.D., has been appoint- 
ed Associate in Romance Languages in the 
Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Rambeau's 
Gymnasium training was received at Witten- 
berg (Germany) ; he took the doctor's degree 
(1877) in Romance Languages at the Universi- 
ty of Marburg, when he presented a thesis 
entitled, " Ueber die als Echt nachweisbaren 
Assonanzen des Oxforder Textes der Chanson 
de Roland." For several years past he has 
been Professor in the Wilhelm Gymnasium 
of Hamburg, during which time he was a 
frequent contributor to the columns of the 
Zeitshrift fur franz : <sische Sprache mid 
Litteratur, the Phonetische Studien, etc. 

Dr. Hermann Schonfeld, of the Johns 
Hopkins University, has in preparation a Ger- 
man and a French Historical Reader. The 
material for these works will be arranged 
chronologically, and covers the historical 
development of the German and French 
peoples from the earliest times down to the 
present ; the characteristic periods of history 
being drawn from the best German and 
French historians. 

Alexander W. Herdler has been appointed 
Instructor for French and German in the 
Scientific Department of Princeton College. 
Mr. Herdler is a graduate (1884) of the State 
Normal College of Prague, where he afterward 
attended lectures at the university for two 
years. Since 1889 he had been teaching in 
various schools of New York state, whence he 
passed to his present position ; he has pub- 
lished in the Teacher the following articles : 
"How to teach Modern Languages ;" "What is 
Philosophical Pedagogy ; " "The Psychology 
of Lotze and Herbart." 



OBITUARY. 

EDUARD MAETZNER. 

The death of this distinguished scholar and 
; teacher on July 13th (1892) marked the end of 
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a career of extraordinary intellectual activity. 
His late collaborator and friend, H. Biding, 
in Heft 3, vol. xvii, of Kolbing's Englische 
Studien, has given a brief synopsis of his life 
and work, and I have drawn on his article for 
certain data. 

Born May 25th, 1805, in Rostock, Mecklenburg, 
he quickly passed through the schools of his 
native city, reaching the Prima of the Gym- 
nasium at the early age of fourteen. A year 
or so of additional training at Greifswald en- 
abled him to enter the University of Rostock 
in 1821. He chose theology as his specialty, 
but indulged in poetry after the fashion of 
young German students and actually produced 
a play, " Hermann und Thusnelda," which 
reflected the intense partriotic enthusiasm of 
German youth enkindled by the successful war 
of liberation against the French. Like his 
countryman, Fritz Renter, he was made to 
feel that the many-headed monster known as 
the "Deutsche Bund " recognized no German 
enthusiasm, permitting only a particular Meck- 
lenburg patriotism for a native of that small, 
though interesting state. Maetzner was sus- 
pended for a semester and went to Greifswald, 
where he finished his studies in theology, 
passing successfully the first examination in 
that branch. He soon discovered, however, 
that his strength lay rather in the study of 
philology, and accordingly went to Heidelberg. 
Straightened circumstances compelled him to 
make his way by giving private lessons. For 
a while he taught at the celebrated school for 
deaf-mutes at Yverdon, founded by Pestalozzi, 
and here, being in the French part of Switzer- 
land, he pursued the practical study of French 
with all the zeal and earnestness of his nature. 

On his return to Germany he went to Berlin. 
He obtained the facultas docendi in "Religion, 
Hebrew ancient and modern languages," and 
soon found a position in the French College of 
Berlin, a school originally founded by Hugue- 
nots, but subsequently adopted by the state. 
Here the instruction was given exclusively in 
French. After a year's teaching he obtained 
a position, with better pay, at the Gymnasium 
of Bromberg. He married, but soon met with 
a terrible disappointment. His throat became 
affected, he was nearly deprived of the power 
of speech, and compelled to give up his 
position. Returning to Berlin (1834) for the 
purpose of study and treatment, he gave his 
chief attention to Greek, especially the orators. 
A dissertation, " De Jove Homeri," procured 
him the Ph. D. title at Halle. He regained 
his health, and in 1858 was chosen by the City 
council of Berlin, Director of the recently 
founded "Higher Girls' school." Under his 
able and devoted management, this school 
attained a high reputation and became a 
model for .the many similar schools which 
Prussia was the first among modern nations to 
introduce. For fifty years he was engaged in 
this labor, for which he seems to have been 
unusually well fitted. During this long period, 
he produced the works which have made his 



name familiar to all students of Romance and 
English philology. 

His ' Syntax der neufranzosischen Sprache, 
ein Beitrag zur geschichtlich vergleichenden 
Sprachforschung ' appeared in 1843-45. It was 
warmly appreciated in France and procured 
for him (1853) the appointment as correspond- 
ing member of the " Comite' historique " due 
to the founder of this institution, the minister 
of education Fourtoul. Maetzner dedicated to 
Fourtoul his next work, ' Altfranzosische 
Lieder, berichtigt und erlautert mit Bezugnah- 
me auf bie provenzalische, altitalienische 
und mittelhochdeutsche Liederdichtung nebst 
einem altfranzosischen Glossar ' (Berlin, 1853). 
This work was very favorably reported on and 
discussed by Littr6, in the Journal des Savants 
for June, 1857. 

In rapid succession, now, appeared the 
author's ' Franzosische Grammatik mit beson- 
derer Berucksichtigung des Lateinischen ' 
(Berlin, 1856); ' Englische Grammatik,' 3 vols. 
(Berlin 1860-65); and parts of what he seems 
to have considered his principal work, Sprach- 
proben, in two parts, Poetry (1867), Prose 1869, 
of Old English, from the time when Anglo- 
Saxon ceased to be a literary language to the 
fifteenth century, and a comprehensive diction- 
ary of the language covered by this period, 
parts of which were published in 1872, 1878, 
1885. The work was completed to I—makien 
inclusive, and the author was engaged in 
getting another part (to — marchen) ready for 
the press when death overtook him. 

He had retired from his Directorship in 1888, 
with a pension equal to his full salary. The 
goverment had already conferred on him the 
order of the Red Eagle of the fourth class, and 
now honored him by the same order of the 
third class. Maetzner's influence in securing 
a special section for Modern Philology at the 
annual meetings of German philologists (1872), 
and his efforts in behalf of the " Academie 
der Neueren Sprachen " in Berlin, should not 
be forgotten. It is believed by many that the 
latter gave the impulse that finally led to the 
establishment of certain greatly needed Chairs 
of Modern Philology at the University of Berlin. 
Maetzner married a second time, in his 
eighty-fifth year, his first wife having died in 
1870. The last four years of his life he passed 
in happy retirement at Stieglitz, the pretty 
suburb of Berlin. Dr. Bieling speaks of his 
erstaunliche Arbeitskrajt, but adds : 

" He was by no means constantly confined to 
his school and study. Almost every year he 
took long journeys during the summer va- 
cation, refreshing body and mind, visiting 
during the last twenty years of his life, Eng- 
land, France, Switzerland, Italy, Denmark, 
Sweden, and very frequently the valley of the 
Rhine." 

He had the two chief requisites of a suc- 
cessful scholar: a vigorous constitution and a 
well-trained mind. 

C. A. Eggert. 
Johns Hopkins University. 



